The cover image is a detail of Ann Hamilton's installation "Myein" (Greek for an atypical contraction of the pupil) at the U.S. Pavilion for the Venice Biennale, 1999. The interior walls of the pavilion are covered in Braille translations of Charles Reznikoff's book of poetry titled Testimony: the United States 1885-1915 Recitative.
Fuschia powder flows from the walls and rests on the tops of the Braille lettering accentuating it before falling and accumulating at the base of the wall. The disembodied voice of Hamilton reading President Lincoln's second inaugural address translated into the phonetic alphabet of pilots comes from a speaker in each corner of the room. This is one example of Hamilton's many works which address the issue and impact of "reading" and interpretation (other examples are stone bool< and Untitled 1994 which can be seen on the title and leading pages). Her interpretations of the physical and intellectual act of reading yield rich layers of meaning and cause the viewer to re-evaluate the image, seeing it with fresh eyes. In reference to "Myein," she notes, "There is so much in our history that we cannot look at, that we refuse to see."
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